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Kia ora e te whānau,
We hope you are keeping well with ngahuru upon us. It will be great to see many of you next month at the 
dreaming wānanga (more details below) and we mihi to the whānau contributing to the kaupapa lately as we 
work to rejuvenate Kaitorete and create long-lasting opportunities for our whenua and people to flourish. Please 
read more below on what we’ve been working on lately. 

 

 
 

You might recall that the $5.4m government funding that contributed to our new sealed runway also provided for 
a hangar on site.   
     
With the runway now completed, it was fantastic to begin construction for the hangar on a crisp and beautiful 
morning at Kaitorete recently. Under the guidance of Kenny Brown (Wairewa) and our Kaitorete Ranger Rulon 
Nutira (Wairewa and Taumutu) we joined with project construction partners, Tuatara Structures, to bless the 
whenua before construction started.   
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Ana Gray and Les Wanhalla, who oversaw the runway groundworks, are once again our cultural monitors for this 
mahi, and we are working with Ngāi Tahu carver, Fayne Robinson, to ensure where possible the facilities have 
strong cultural representation. Construction is due to be complete by the end of June.  

Hangar construction underway   

Kenny Brown and Rulon Nutira leading hangar site karakia Ana Gray and Les Wanhalla on site 



 
 
 

Back in 2022, we made a step forward in restoring the 
whenua back to its native habitat by cutting down the 
pine shelter belts around the National Aerospace Centre.  

Now that the wood has had time to dry it is ready for 
whānau to collect.  

Email info@tawhaki.co.nz to join the email list for the 
collection date and details. 

 

 

  
 

 
The countdown is on to the whānau dreaming wānanga on Sunday 12 May – ngā mihi nui to all those of you who 
have responded to the invite already.  
 
We’re super excited to hear more about your hopes and aspirations for Tāwhaki and Kaitorete. We do understand 
it is Mother’s Day - please bring along your māmā, whaea, taua and nannies! As a show of appreciation, there will 
be a small surprise for all our wāhine toa.  
  
In case you missed it the details are:  
Date: Sunday 12 May 2024 
Time: 10am – 2pm (kai will be provided) 
Venue: Tai Tapu Community Centre - Ahuriri Room, 722 Old Tai Tapu Road (Located within Rhodes Park)  
 
There is still time to RSVP - email  info@tawhaki.co.nz with your name and any dietary requirements before 
Monday 6 May  
 
 

 
 
 

This month, Tāwhaki will begin supporting a research project with Kea Aerospace and NASA combining high 
altitude optical imagery and mātauranga Māori to develop a coastal monitoring system.  
 

As we know, mana whenua have deep existing knowledge of the waterways around Kaitorete to contribute and 
Kaitorete will provide the perfect case study coastal environment. The insights gained from this project will aim to 
support long-term rejuvenation efforts and effective management of our marine and coastal areas at Kaitorete, 
across the country and around the world. We will be helping make connections to achieve this, as well as 
providing the launch site for Kea’s solar-powered, high altitude aircraft from the Tāwhaki National Aerospace 
Centre.  
 

This is a great example of our kaupapa in action – weaving together mātauranga, cutting-edge technology in 
aerospace and environmental rejuvenation with leading research and science for our people and planet.  
 

Wānanga reminder   

Research project with NASA and Kea Aerospace  

Firewood available for whānau  

Wood piles next to the Tāwhaki National Aerospace Centre 
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Many of you have visited Te Waiotemapua, a special site in the western 
part of Kaitorete with incredible rua (pits), during State of Kaitorete 
assessments or other visits.   

Existing mātauranga and archival documents indicate that there were 
kāinga and numerous māra (gardens) and food storage areas in this 
area.  With the help of Te Whare Wānaka o Aoraki Lincoln University soil 
scientist Julie Gillespie, we have begun a research project bringing together 
mātauranga and soil science to determine whether the rua are māra, 
whare, or other uses. 

Any new insights into this special place will be shared with whānau as we 
work together to preserve Kaitorete mātauranga and look at future uses 
for the whenua.  

 

 

 
In March we accepted the wero of learning more about seed sourcing with Department of Conservation (DOC) 
out on Kaitorete.   
  
Rulon and Project Coordinator Erana Riddell teamed up with Andy Snook from DOC to collect native Tororaro and 
Pīngao seeds from Kaitorete, for propagation at their Motukarara nursery.  
  
Seed sourcing from locally adapted and native plant populations is vital for preserving species from extinction and 
we are pumped to be preserving the biodiversity and nurturing Kaitorete whenua.  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Research on rua complexes  

Seed sourcing activity   
 

Julie Gillespie testing soil samples 

Rulon examining Tororaro seeds. Motukarara Nursery Andy and Rulon seed collecting 



 
 

 

 
At the end of term one, Rulon was able to spend 
some time with rangatahi from Te Pā o 
Rākaihautū exploring Kaitorete.   
 
The senior girls were staying at Wairewa marae 
and made the short trip down to explore the vast 
Kaitorete whenua with him. 
 
They talked about the cultural significance of the 
whenua, and how we are bringing together 
whenua rejuvenation, aerospace, mātauranga 
Māori and research and science to help make 
Kaitorete a humming highway once again.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

• Head along to the University of Canterbury STEM careers fair on Tuesday 7 May from 10.30am-3.00pm, 
63 Creyke Road for more info for you or your whānau on the education pathways to a career in aerospace 
and more 
 

• View some of the latest opportunities in aerospace in Aotearoa. 
 
Noho ora mai rā i roto i ngā manaakitanga katoa.  
 

Ngā mihi nui,  

Linda and the Tāwhaki team. 

 

 

 

Want to keep up to date with our mahi in between pānui? Follow us on social media, visit our website or get in touch.  
 

 

 

 

Opportunities, information and inspiration 

 

Te Pā o Rākaihautū on Kaitorete 

 

Year 9 – Year 13 tauira from Te Pā o Rākaihautū outside Tāwhaki 

National Aerospace Centre with Rulon Nutira 

https://www.aerospace.org.nz/aerospace-nz-jobs-board
https://www.linkedin.com/company/tawhaki-joint-venture/
https://www.instagram.com/tawhakijv/
https://www.facebook.com/TawhakiJointVenture
mailto:info@tawhaki.co.nz
http://www.tawhaki.co.nz
https://twitter.com/Tawhakijv

